
South Carolina Traffic Collision Fact Book 1999                                                                                           Unit Maneuver

MANEUVER NUMBER %

MOVING ESSENTIALLY STRAIGHT
Moving Straight, Details Unknown 8,184 4.2
Straight Ahead In Proper Direction 59,813 30.7
Overtaking Vehicle on Left, Left of Center Line 986 0.5
Overtaking Vehicle on Left, Right of Center Line* 204 0.1
Overtaking Vehicle on Right 537 0.3
Straight Ahead In Left Turn Lane 121 0.1
Straight Ahead In Right Turn Lane 87 0.0
Changing Lanes To Left 2,162 1.1
Changing Lanes To Right 1,915 1.0
Merging From Left (Roadway Narrows on Left) 88 0.0
Merging From Right (Roadway Narrows on Right) 277 0.1
On Wrong Side of Roadway 1,038 0.5
In Wrong Direction on One Way Roadway 79 0.0
Swerving to Left 6,963 3.6
Swerving to Right 7,305 3.7
Slowing or Stopping 15,819 8.1
Skidding Longitudinally 15,561 8.0
Skidding Laterally 2,184 1.1
Spinning or Yawing 3,665 1.9
Jack Knifing 140 0.1
Stopped in Traffic 21,356 11.0
Starting from Stop 4,939 2.5
Increasing Speed 433 0.2

MOVING ESSENTIALLY STRAIGHT SUBTOTAL 153,856 78.9

TURNING MOVEMENTS   
Turning, Details Unknown 1,046 0.5
Turning Left, From Left Turn Bay 2,891 1.5
Turning Left, From Left (Proper) Lane 10,250 5.3
Turning Left, From Other Lane, Legal 3,386 1.7
Turning Left From Other Lane (Illegal) 1,222 0.6
Turning Left From Unknown Lane 154 0.1
U-turn 1,290 0.7
Turning Right From Special Lane 113 0.1
Turning Right From Proper Lane 2,889 1.5
Turning Right From Other Lane, Legal 611 0.3
Turning Right From Other Lane, Illegal 666 0.3
Turning Right From Unknown Lane 60 0.0

TURNING MOVEMENTS SUBTOTAL 24,578 12.6

ENTERING TRAFFIC LANE   
Turning Details Unknown 782 0.4
Entering From Entrance Ramp on Left 83 0.0
Entering From Entrance Ramp on Right 343 0.2
Entering From Shoulder, on Left 139 0.1
Entering From Shoulder, on Right 438 0.2
Entering From Parking Space at Left Curb 45 0.0
Entering From Parking Space at Right Curb 172 0.1
Entering From Driveway on Left 621 0.3
Entering From Driveway on Right 1,889 1.0

ENTERING TRAFFIC LANE SUBTOTAL 4,512 2.3
*Applies to one way streets only.

UNIT MANEUVER IN ALL TRAFFIC COLLISIONS
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MANEUVER (Cont.) NUMBER %

LEAVING TRAFFIC LANE
Leaving Traffic Lane, Details Unknown 407 0.2
Leaving Traffic Lane to Exit Ramp on Left 30 0.0
Leaving Traffic Lane to Exit Ramp on Right 85 0.0
Leaving Traffic Lane to Shoulder on Left 843 0.4
Leaving Traffic Lane to Shoulder on Right 1,573 0.8
Leaving Traffic Lane to Parking Space at Left Curb 92 0.0
Leaving Traffic Lane to Parking Space at Right Curb 136 0.1
Leaving Parking Lane to Driveway on Left 361 0.2
Leaving Parking Lane to Driveway on Right 281 0.1

LEAVING TRAFFIC LANE SUBTOTAL 3,808 2.0

PARKING ON OR ADJACENT TO TRAFFIC LANES 
Parking, Details Unknown 125 0.1
Parking on Left Shoulder 48 0.0
Parking on Right Shoulder 194 0.1
Parking at Left Curb 38 0.0
Parking at Right Curb 142 0.1
Parking in Traffic Lane on Left (Rural) 15 0.0
Parking in Traffic Lane on Right (Rural) 45 0.0
Double Parked on Left 2 0.0
Double Parked on Right 7 0.0

PARKING SUBTOTAL 616 0.3

MISCELLANEOUS MOVEMENTS
Other Miscellaneous, Details Unknown 386 0.2
Backing in Roadway 1,418 0.7
Backing From Angle, Parking on Left 100 0.1
Backing From Angle, Parking on Right 183 0.1
Backing Across Traffic 356 0.2
Backing on Shoulder 56 0.0
Vehicle Pushed by Another Vehicle 829 0.4
Vehicle Pushed by Pedestrian 8 0.0
Driverless Vehicle in Motion 150 0.1
Not in Motion (Parked, Abandoned or  Standing) 3,185 1.6
Unknown 22 0.0
Not Applicable 824 0.4

MISCELLANEOUS MOVEMENTS SUBTOTAL 7,517 3.9

TOTAL UNITS 194,887 100.0

UNIT MANEUVER IN ALL TRAFFIC COLLISIONS 
(Continued)

By far the most frequent unit maneuver for units involved in traffic collisions in 1999 was 'Straight
Ahead in the Proper Direction' with 30.7% of the total units. The next maneuver, 'Stopped in Traffic'
accounted for 11.0% of the units. The third, fourth and fifth maneuvers involved units which were
'Slowing or Stopping' (8.1%) followed by 'Skidding Longitudinally' (8.0%) and 'Turning Left from
Proper Lane' (5.3%). Combined, the top five categories accounted for more than 63.1% of all units
involved in traffic collisions.  These figures only represent units defined as a motor vehicle. 
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